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Polish Regime 



suffering a shortage of officers. Win- that transformed them from her 
ning a military commission used to - * into oppressors; intelligence source 
be highly competitive, and entrance i told my associate Lucette Lagnadoj* 

. examinations were tough. But in re-: . It is a tragic irony of the PoIbKj 
'/cent weeks the armed services havepft situation that the cracks ih Polandsl 
virtually dropped their entrance ex- * military machine may lead' to disla^i 


Intelligence i-analysts >: say ' 4 thin 
threadbare military regime of Po 

• lands Qem-Wojciech Jaruzelski may a 6 a.i. ot ww tujuuiry^uice wie .wnat « was wnen the democrati c 

becoming apart at the seams. Secret- ^mpositionofmartiantevr’ ? Mewses” of -the /Solidarity movjA 

mte^gence assessments suggest that - In the lower rahks. which'have xvmeht led tb the declaration 'of mS 
the Polish army isshowing signs of none of. the prestige and perks of tial law five months ag6 today fiv* 
serious strain. ’ "commissioned officers, the situation* ' deed, the reality is the same as it h^j 

Here is some of .the evidence on may be even more ominous for the been for the last 38 years; thd Sov? 
which the.analysts base their conclu- / Polish regime. The customary two-^ ets are ready, willing" and able to 
8; year term for conscripts was extend -.1 Jscerid 'on Poland ' " ’ ' 

T n fkn hi'aIam -C pH fa of fall annAr^inir 


sions: 


• In the violent /suppression of 
recent demonstrations, -security po- 
lice have-done the dirty work, while ' 
the army stayed on theisidelines. As 
in other .communist countries,, sectu J 


ed last fall, according to intelligence 
sources;, .When martial law was de- 
creed in December, the length of ser- 
vice was extended once again. 

The new recruits may be a differ- 
' cot story, though.* ’They/ are “young 


. in ovehvhfehnLp 

force if the military loses control at 
the situation! i: ' 

' The Kremlin may liave nteilowgtf 3 
a bit since Joseph Stalin’s -bldoifj? 3 
era, but postwar Soviet leaders have 
showh'^ahy* 1 '’ cbmpuhctiofil^ 

... -*4 


“never 


rity forces are likely to be more- ruth**'** * v 7 * — * 0 wui^iuiuiuiiB j 

less and dedicated to the regime;* 1 m en who were impressionable teen- v about ^tinking ruthlessly wh 
whether from self-interest or ddeol-- a f 8 ^ ^ unr ?S the Solidarity ferment ^ communist empire’s' Vital interests 
But the anti-government rin- ? f th * laat . couple ofyears; Drafted 


ogy. But the anti-government rip- ? >•*» ^v.youpie ox, years, urauca are threatened. It’s no secret 
tides in Poland make" it doubtful if ' ^* m fac t 0n ®»rshipyards and univer-. . they consider Poland a key part SP 5 
security police can ^Control the' pop^ j^ e . m . ^® re n " eni f , cra | that empire.'- 5 

] ulation; sooner or later/the cru S '|: ; Throughout,’ histor^^i-Pol^ 

nists will have to call on the armv ? ■ ! ds co-workers could . have shown a hunger foe freedom 

1 • The army however may be un ; be a i lsky Proposition.. . - i-: ^ ? that often' bordered’ on the suicidal 

reliable In fact a number o/militarv m* 0 ^ 6 hed in hlgh estee “ by Pdish lancers charged- Nazi tanfe^ 
men wJreWted "nThewSS^ S e,r 1 ^ untr 3™^: ^mbers of r ahd machine guna- witte-incrediWift 
* i ank ?*? f the > armed, forces are . increasingly, -courage— and ;little else/. Whether? 

wit ^ SU3 P’c*°n. This has cr*w. their. descendants will decide to sefc& 
— y ated a , serioU9 * Awrale problem^ tie for the grim. but survivable op& 

' P TtiS enforcmg v * ; i : i officers and’men, and a cor- ^-pression of martial law is not at & 
.»;Ti 1 S-T 9 ! , ?*I.aiP 1 Y;.appeara to J)e. ?i ^, responding 
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